Vocabulary List 8





                     Name____________________________

Ms. Ketchum | 8th LA

“. . . language is man’s way of communicating

 with his fellow man and it is language alone 

which separates him from the lower animals.”

∞ Maya Angelou

Vocabulary in Context: When you come across a word you do not know, you may ascertain its definition by examining context clues—that is—use the other words (synonyms, comparisons, cause and effect, series, antonyms; also, look at the word’s prefix/suffix ) in the sentence to deduce the quasi-meaning of the word.  This may not work every time, but may most.  Read the sentences, probing for context clues and then write what you think the word means on each blank, respectively.
1. The neurosurgeon of thirty years, after operating on hundreds of patients, has an acute grasp on how to perform Bob’s lobotomy. _______________
2. The agony caused by his sore knee showed on the runner’s face. _______________

3. The way the skilled marauder broke into Fort Knox was quite cunning – nobody had ever thought if it before. _______________

4. The popular girls were smiling hypocritically and deceitfully at Beth, the most unique looking girl in school, as they urged her (Beth) to ask out the captain of the football team, and the ridicule and derision followed. _______________
5. The mountains in the distance became more distinct as the fog lifted. _______________
6. I had hideous nightmares after reading Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart.” _______________
7. Since I was on a diet and my doctor told me not to eat fatty foods, even though I wanted to devour the Krispy Kreme doughnut, I refrained. _______________
8. I had a suspicion that Bob planned to cheat on the test when I saw him writing answers on his hand! _______________

9. The whining and crying and screaming child at the table next to me really vexed me as I tried to have a relaxing, quiet dinner with my sweetheart. _______________

10. Small animals such as mice move extremely warily as night falls and owls fly. _______________

Antonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the opposite in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. blurred, unclear, (ambiguous)
_______________
2. attractive, good-looking
_______________

3. happiness, joy


_______________
4. to pacify, to calm, (mitigate)
_______________

5. straightforward, honest, (guileless) ____________
6. dull, unpracticed, unintelligent
_______________
7. thoughtlessly, carelessly
_______________
8. admiration, respect

_______________

9. trust, certainty, belief

_______________
10. to indulge, to accept, to vote
_______________

One’s vocabulary needs constant fertilizing
 or it will die.” ∞ Evelyn Waugh
Definitions:
1. acute

(adj.)
keenly understanding and observant;  extremely intelligent; especially serious 

2. agony
(n.)
great suffering or severe pain

3. cunning
(adj.)
clever or artful in a way that is intended to deceive; showing skill and ingenuity

4. derision
(n.)
contempt, hatred, mockery, ridicule

5. distinct
(adj.)
clearly different and separate from others; clear, certain, noticeable

6. hideous
(adj.)
horrible or extremely ugly or unpleasant; morally repulsive or disgusting; horrible to hear
7. refrain
(v.)
to avoid doing something or hold yourself back from doing something

8. suspicion
(n.)
an idea, not based on facts, that something is wrong; a feeling of mistrust or doubt

9. vex

(v.)
to annoy somebody; to agitate someone or to confuse or puzzle somebody

10. warily
(adv.)
to act cautiously; to do something watchfully
Synonyms: Choose the word that is most nearly the same in meaning to each of the following groups of expressions.

1. to abstain, to avoid doing, (desist)_______________
2. doubt, distrust, (apprehension)
_______________
3. ridicule, mockery, (scorn)
_______________
4. cautiously, suspiciously, (cagily)
_______________

5. intelligent, perceptive, (sharp)
_______________
6. sly, wily, (crafty)

_______________

7. to annoy, to anger, (upset, irk)
_______________
8. pain, misery, (anguish, torture)
_______________

9. ugly, gruesome, (repugnant, revolting) _________
10. clear, well-defined, (noticeable) ______________
Your Sentences: Pick any five of this week’s vocabulary words and use them (properly) in a sentence; please circle the vocabulary word.  Do not use the vocabulary word as the terminal (last) word in the sentence.
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